Are You Suffering for Christ? Good! 



Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not 
greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also 
persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours 
also. 

John 15:20 (KJV) 

I was recently reading the classic "Tortured for Christ" by Richard 
Wurmbrand. He tells the story of how once they had imprisoned the Romanian 
Christians for spreading the gospel they continued to witness to others in prison 
They would be tortured when caught doing this, but instead of the intended 
effect of deterring them it became the accepted terms of a transaction They 
spread the gospel, they got tortured. They paid that price for the sake of Christ. 

And to him they agreed: and when they had called the apostles, and beaten them, they 
commanded that they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. And they 
departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to 
suffer shame for his name. 
Acts 5:40-41 (KJV) © 

The Devil wants to discourage us from this battle. This battle in the spirit is real and we need to get used to 
suffering. There are no sidelines to observe from, we are either on one side or the other. Do you suppose the 
apostles heeded the command that they stop talking about Jesus? 

And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus 
Christ. 

Acts 5:42 (KJV) 

Once that seed of the Word has truly taken root in our hearts no suffering is too great, no price is too high. That 
is how we can rejoice even when we suffer. We have decided to follow Jesus, we cling to the cross with all our 
might and rely on His strength to get us through 

And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they have 
heard the word, immediately receive it with gladness; And have no root in themselves, 
and so endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction or persecution arise th for the 
word's sake, immediately they are offended. 
Mark 4:16-17 (KJV) © 

If we are not in the battle we are not rooted in Christ. If we are not even willing to endure the trivial 
consequences of sharing the Word like hurt feelings, dirty looks and being misunderstood, how on earth will we 
ever possibly endure any real suffering? We won't! Suffering and persecution are not some far off conceptual 
possibilities, but a daily reality for every one of us who are obedient. 

Do you have a friend that needs to get out of adulterous relationships? What they need is not someone to justify 




their behavior by their silence, but a friend who cares more about their soul going to Hell than their feelings being 
hurt. 

And he said unto them, Ye are they which justify yourselves before men; but God 
knoweth your hearts: for that which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in 
the sight of God. 
Luke 16:15 (KJV) I 

Let me pose a hypothetical question to you Do you think that when we get to heaven we will hear words like 
this: "Although I am going to Hell because you did not warn me about my sin, I want to thank you for considering 
my feelings and remaining silent"? Consider the story of the rich man and Lazarus of Luke 16:19-31 1 _ ". 

For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the 
cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it? 
Luke 14:28 (KJV) © 

As I wrote previously in "What Price Salvation?" we need to be willing to cast ALL our burdens on Him We 
need to give everything we have to Him If you are not willing to do this you are not suitable to be a servant of 
Christ! It is an all or nothing deal. Just because you are willing doesn't mean He demands immediate payment in 
full. 

I the LORD search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man according to his 
ways, and according to the fruit of his doings. 
Jeremiah 17:10 (KJV) © 

God has a timetable for each of us, He will speak to our hearts about the things in our lives that do not please 
Him We must be willing to lay them down and be obedient. We do not clean up our lives and then come to 
God, we go to God and ask Him to do the work. We may think we need to concentrate more on one part of 
our lives when He is telling us to deal with another part. Our job is to OBEY. 

And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. 
Galatians 6:9 (KJV) © 

What if you are willing to endure suffering but are weak? We all have moments of weakness and I have 
personalty talked to God about my own ability to endure severe suffering. I told Him that I am willing, but I am 
concerned that I may come up short. I never want to bring anything but honor to His name. He spoke to me 
clearly. "If you are willing, I am able!". In our moment of weakness He is there and He promises to strengthen 
each and every one of us at the moment that we need it! Praise God! You can sum up the above verse in three 
words: 'DON'T GIVE UP!" 



